
"Ra
I 7 'fr = ^ - A 

-tUA/EWSTETT}

T.',[O.3qM*
r{i :,.@):

Tcr
r8
*?r 6u
r+* q,

On wednesdays, whatever the weather, CROW carry
out PRACTICAL CONSERVATION TASKS in and around rhe

Reading area. There are tvo pick-ups from the
front of Reading Railway Station; one at 10.00am

and the second at l.30pm so if you can only come

for half. a day thatfs fine! - look out for an

off-whi te minibus with Berkshire Conservation
\/olunteerst stickers on the side.
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Lblccre to G0,.1's thitd nerusletter! (to^' is Readingrs om midr,eek
conser'\raton group for all ttpse wtp \.ant to do conserviation r"ork bnrt

cantt rake r.eekends or rcu1d tike to do botlt. lf you are neht to
conserlation it.ts no problem as r€re quite experierred and very '"elconing
to netr ngnbers.
So ttrat type of rcrk do r'e do and uhere? Generally our tasks are every

other r.eek [but often betr'een tfurcs as nell]. lnle r."ork within an &9 miLe
radir.s of Readirg, so there are lots of pleo"ant trips into t}re Berkshire
and Odordshire countryside. D:ring Autun orr tasks irclude coppicing,
fercing, hedgefayhg, tree felling and tfdruiing. Nothing is tm di.fficult
if you are a begirrnr.
AIt yor need are ssre old clotles and strong boots/r'ellies, r'e provide

alt tmls and trarsport and even coffee and biscuits to rnunch dtrfurg
breaks. So if yourre interested get in tcnrh or just ccre out for a day.
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Tire seas to lale floin sirre GO,l res first forcd in ltfrrch this year.

on to olr 2hd task, not too bad utEn yan ccnsider r.e only rreet
offieially crre every trc r€d(s. lte tn:ti is tiat, in tlE face of or€::rttEldltg dmand

both frm old Erbers ard rnr, CSOrr have been EeLiJrg rore+r-less every reek in tie last fan rnnths.
In tlds third lb"sletter tlrt1gh r€ larn dFcided to keep tJr old tr'o heek forrnt, sirce it gi',res r:-s a
lot rore flexibi-lity to fit in any mfinished vork c,r udertake nen tasks wtridr arrive urexpectedly,
jr:st as Rs-mbe Pond has recently.

!ilEt is rrery noLiceable is that r.e seo to harte dae a fsrndcus variety of rcrk in Fst
rurtis: tr,ee felling, fercing, ditch diggirg, sub bshing d potd clearfuB amngst otlers. they alt
lEd mrvellqr.s rcatJa, with orE nrticsble elcepLiur, larrellfs bke, uf,Ere r.e rmde a Erenc]r for
over<.'intering invertebrates in relentless driz:.le. Sqe rer€rd tncngh; one of the trscir bnks is no^'

tle favo-rite pench for a laal kfuS-fisbr, and in tlE last fa.r r.edcs tlE tr€rri itself still had scre
raLer in t}re bottotr aten tholgh tle adjrcent ,€der srape alnret dried up.

At Alderrmstqr in September rc lad the ctarre to start off a slall tree nlrsery in tln gro.nds
of Bltc Cirde OarEnt tQ. It €s Frt of a prolrt co+rdinated with tlE lcal prfurary sclml. Each
prpil has adopted and planted hjs/her odn tr€e rnr - s I irope nore of ttsn die,
Fenny &t',ards frcm BICV las ordered anotlrer 4m[!] saplings to plant out in t]e ne]G fer.r nnnths, and

tlren coes tlE Grand A€ning [probbly hc 3rdJ - a date for everyanes djary.

Drir€ orr rrarious tasks r€ also had tJr opportr-rrity to talk to interested lcals. At Lodge
t&od tales of 5ft piJce fished out of tlE R. Iodden abqnrled: "ycu could harre prt yor heod in its
nurt}t" lterr"r fEard EhaE before!]. tbcrrer it ras rnry interesuing to diqorrer tlEt Rscmbe Fond ras
ortce a pickling po'rd, the only ranining of an origirr:.I 14, orrce ued fon curirg r.rillo.r c.lnes for
bsket revirg.

hlith any ltrk tlE ne:rt crc nnntls shorld be as enj:yable as the last. Digging<uE Ruscrr:rbe Rxrd

lftt 3t]rl vill probbly be r.et lard undoubtedly anrsingJ. Iledge lafing [lhh ]lov] is a lovely old
country craft to acquire and prrcLice. At Ortis l^bod [26th lbv] rctll be felling syGrrTDrs, errd sirne
s,-rne of tJun are over 3Xt high r}at's alt*ils pretty interesring. And firnlly on hc lOth [nrmrlarbly
dcc to cnristnns] ,"etre clearing h€las Fir at Orl.mlr Bog, $ csIE alcng, pic.}< qtf )Dur Lr^n

clu*isuTss tree and nake haste wi$ tln cJuolate coirs and fairy Ughts.
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As cROt, i.s based 1n Reading, f rhought thar 1t vould be a good idea if

to rake a look at uhat else is going on 1n the area. It didntt. take 1ong, ,,.i..
hoyever, for oe Eo realise that Conservatlon coles in nant guises; iB's 'i,l:
no.t jusc uhat ve do but also educaElnB PeoPle, recycling thlngs, giving ..+
people access !o open spaces (i.e. Country Parks) and so on. fn fac!, the iL
llsr has becooe so long that Irn going to lisr out an inder of subjects, r.-ii.
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llst has becoile so long that I'E gotng Eo Itsl out an lnder ot suDiecEs, rrii
notlng the links yith conservatlon (posslbly Siving a couple of exanples) ';g:'t

and asking that, if antone is interesced in a cerlaln .,?r.
topic/group,/vhatever, they contact oe to find out the detal1s. (Oxford - llt
0865 245527) Alternatlvely, code out viBh CR0U to do soac practical :....:i
conservatlon ! if,l
BOOKS & GEIf.IIFO. - Lots of good bookshops around toYn;,Acorn BookshoP, !,f

Hll.llao Solths plus a couple of second-hand cr.l.bookshops. .f,t

CLUBS & SOCIETIES - Too nuoerous to oention but lnclude Nat. History T.T
Soc., ornirhologlcal, Raoblers, erc. 

iti
COI{SERVfTION CROUPS - Groups of volunteers vho vork on Practlcal ;f

;::;:':::i'"r"':;l: "::" I;:::","li;"1;:i;':";f;;;l ,';:.|i
,.r, Berkshire Conscrvalloo Volunteers ( based ln .trt'

d:> Readtag), (ennct Valley C.V. (based Ln ltevbury) & t:?n/ ghe UniversLcy Countryside Conservers. Groups are 4'!
afflllated to thc Brtitsh Trust for Conservailon t:'iil
volunteers (B.T.C.V.), a natlonal body vho look .b:'
after local groups - theyrrc bascd ln Wall.ingford. li:

COUITRY PARRS - Publlc parks (out-of-tovn) usuelly vlEh loEs of tti
thlng3 for a!.1. thc fasllt to do. For eraaple, 'i.
Callforola Countrt Park-Flochaopstcad, Dlnton lL.Pastures Countrt Park-Tvyford, Welllngton Country ,r-*
Park-Rlsclcy. Oftca thesc havc areas of nevly '|,ir
created habitat; c.B. ponds, lakes etc. 

:.[
EDUCATIOI{ - Thcre's plenBy of scope hcrc, froo thc Councll. (1{l

for Envlronoental Education to Readtng Adult :t'it
Collcgc 1.c. froo cducatlng thc educators to n'jn
cvening cless:g for pcoplc ylth no prevlous lit
erper l-nce. t,if

II{DUSTRIfL HISTORY - (ennc! ll Avon Canal Trust, Blakcr Lock lluseuo nin
Huntlcy ll Palocrcr Erhlbltloo at Rrading Museuo. t:,

LOCAL HISTORY - Rcedlng !{useuo. Local Flstorlcal Soclety, local 'l{:'
Pa9err. iJ..

I{ATURE RESERVES - Contact thc Bcrkr. Bucks & oxon Naturallsts Trust. t:.iil

tf
PRESSURE CROUPS/ - Thcrc arc local branchcr of CJD, Grcen Party, t,".{iPOLITICAL FoE as vcll as a nuobcr of locally foroed group3, .f,?vho have succcssfullt stopgad thc developers, .?t

;;"1:;"ii: f:l::'" of currls'rood and rhe Frrends i:':. ,iil
RECYCIIIG - Therc arc a nuobcr of thtngs tolng on herc, not -ln

Just cans, bottlca ll paper, but also egg-cErtons, ll!
ilothes, jao-1ars and'silvcr papert Boicle aod t:i?.
Can Banks and llartc Paper Collcct,lon aB Paloer ,t^
P.rkr Eutt!, !{orthuobcrland lvenue..... 

fl
RURIL HISTORY - Readlng Unlversllt !{useuo of Rural Llfe. C"i

i::;:;:il-^" - Rccycrcd srarrooarr rs avetrabrc rroo rhc Acorn j.?.i

Bookshop (tlappy l0th Etrthday! ) or Conservatlon "j;:,
Books (oatlorder too). llir

T.\

;lll:1"'''DIE' - il:,;:.ril "*,i;,,,,,,,de 
Bea,e rrus, (v,ch 'li

j.tt

l!.ii
:[JURBl!{ bIL0LIFE - Rcadtng Urban tJlldlifc Croup havc crea!ed Reading's

flrst Urban !{aturc Rcserve et Devlls Dfp, Southcote
and thc Ccntrc for the Uneoploycd have a f tldtlfe
Garden Group vhlch Eect on Thursdays I - 3 po.

I{ALCOLlI CHAIIDLER
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Rt.ECtrlBE FOm - Before [ard after]

By an arEzing tiJ somliat srspicio:sl coircidence, just one veek after 
"cr,= 

oi * f,"A

been t'errcouragedtr onto tl= BIW corrse orr hnds ard l4btlands, m{ adopted Rrsccrube ViILage

h,nd.
Overall this is very gd rEts, not only becar:se it gircs trs a charre to steer a'll otu'

na+ly aequired knodedge in a "pnopenrr directlan, but becan:e Pd ry* enryegsses alt
t}atis best in conservatiqr; itfs dirty, r€t, udrhibited ard yor rcally do achieve obyiors
restrlts by $e end of tle day. Llnfortr:nately ttrargh lcals dcrtt aluays seg it tlat vay;

"coppicingtt ard "pord cleararreit to the average ardent conervationist are "chopping don
aI[ t]ree-lovely rri-Llcnetr, tr:Jlirg cttt that nice bank of nrshestr and tbking a b{oFFl' 'lol' of
$e plrce to rGt residents ard passing dog+alkens. Tact and diploecy is undorbtably an

asset in pond rcrk; not almys easy ufen you ererge frcm a pond rhich rmy have started off
lush ard green but afts a dayrs lnrd toil is rrcLt trrbid and bro*n.

Ttn saving grace is that ecologicafly alt tlat rcrk mkes a 1ot of sense. Fonds are by

naEure transient €nvirorrutts, rfe sole aim segr to b to dryrry ASAP. The state of
Ruscmbe knd is not yet desperate hrt tlerefs +dte a biE to be dqre.

A brief rri.sit in Septaber stro€d tJc obrvicrus problerc: tle pqrd is gererally ratlnn
dark ald in inmilsrt danger of siltfug lrp, bth frcn botto aedingrtation ad frm

t ernreclsrt of tln banks.
,': N.'rr.. . .\.rtir\.

\iir,'i'-.) A lot about a pondrs Feraf sate of tEalth can be asessed by studying its flora and
':j far.rna. ft is ilportant t}at any pad ccntains s halarce of plant types. SLrhErged plants are

Frticularly necessarJ because tley pnwide food, light, tabitat and oxygen for tlp pcnd's
ani6l inhabitants. At least Rrccmbe Frrd cqrtains canadian pondrdl but erren this looks a

bit lct aridst all tlE bott@ deH.s. Sariarhrged plants srh as tlE reeds uttictt
surround the Mrl of tlE pond are also useful becaue tley prwide cover for rmny birds ard
animls and play a vital role in tlre ltfe cycle of invertebrats, srrtl as d::agqtflies and

darmelffies. Unforn-natly tlotsh reeds can also spread very rapidly ard at Rr.rsccrnbe this is
Ueccruing a rnjr pnobla, in lact in sc plees tlE bank has errrecled by G7m.

A padfs anirnl life gives a good irdicaticn abant tie state of the r-rdeneten
enviroment. A quick pond dip at ht*cobe [rnts rnt us], ranealed quite a dirrere 'healt]ry"
faura i6luding ratsbeEqr, lat€r beetJ.es, lots of sall cn:strcea lil,e cyclops, da$inea

and frestr<ater striry ard a sirgle lce goldfistr [ctristenea bsis]. lvhat he didnrt uant

horever rcre the results of tlre bottcn dredgets; red midgg larve, redr"orns and ahndant
uatenslaters, a sure sign tlBt tle bae of tle pord is porly orygenated.

F I TtE min culprit, pentap srgi.sirgly, is tlE smonO:rg rregetaLicn. Tte pictrresqrr

\,/al[os rtrich orertwrg tlE pord are in effect blological pollutants. They blak art light
uhictr feeds tlr o:rygaatirg plants, t}eir fallen leaves and brarrhes silt up tJE pord and

tie decay of this organic Etter at the pond bottcm prodrro.r the 1or orygeri csrditisrs which

31's dieacterTrrc fC healtlry pcrd life.
thrs at Ruronbe kd tlp first frqrt of attrk tEs been to coppice mny of tle

orcrlrargirg trees as quickly as possible [espciaUy rd.ti t]ris aututrtrs leaf-fall \€It on

tle ray]. The seccrd, potenEialty qrh rore rucky ain, is to dig qrt tnr}r of tle rced bank

to coe"ie a deeper are in utdch tle pond furyertebrates and aqphibians [and t]re goldfistrl
can over*rinter.

In the lorg tenn nrh of tlt pcnd vilf ha.re to be dredged by lund'
r:sing long rab-Ul<e "c.r,orcstt, but it 163ri a'l'l be done tlr-is year

to avoid t@ rn.r}r tmue for tln lqtg€trfering irfabitants.

",mT!#il i#"ffi ffiili,%*LLl @
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Ia friend for the Soldfish? An*ers in irlFirrs pleae. (_:',,
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t(tR,EM4BE PCIID

DEVIIS DIP

olRrls l@

OJIIIOCR ffi

RI.ETNGE M{D

CJLIRNNIA ONIRY
PARK

2fth Oct Oeariry
7%7631

tlp reed banks frcm tle S.t of Rr:sccrnbe Pcnd. IGRs p3 fep dgtai'ls.

12th lh'v

lfth bc Oearir€ birch ard dolBfas fir wtdch are errec}rirg and
drying cut tie bog area. IGR 85629].

\
Tth.Ian Ooppicirg and reed clearirg IGR 796763].

2lst -Ian Plantfurg a hedge sg Calirornia Oo.rrtry hrk,
mde a site of spc.ial sientrific intrest.
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what else?
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Srlr 3rc. nd 6sl' coppicing,
l{drhrr8 Resenc, 3Lt.

Sat.An &Jtlftn. ReC trainir€
@rrr!!r hCSfalirS.

fur *n. SeC usk. coppicit€,
Earn\il Cfitst.

g-ur l5$. F{ us\, pine-prll,
Frens\an Ccr:on.

th.rrs a)tn. Tal\, '\tture by

\ight", Dinrcn hstures. 7.3CF.

Sat/Sgr 3li./Z}i. lf residential,
Cla'r'e hrll. o\alk irassland

th.rrs l7th. Talk, '1Y5ort

l}i nt.vr Prst r.res. 7. \m.

S.t -\h. R-rr.ltng lh\lr hlldlife
(iruu^, (1.'r'r.rl \tnt rng.

\n l)th. llf ursk, rhrtil,r,rC rcrl.
RrUt'lury (irrarr.

DEEDfsl

ttd ld. Alder:nstqr Tree lirrsarY,

G.ad qlttirq.

'Itnrrs 4th. Talt, '\lolstly hl'|tlr3 -
Orls", Dintor Pastur€. 7.3qtL

thun 4th. Readit€ lhbn t+ildlife
Grorp, Cacral Ybetltg.

9t 6th. FC trainlng 0orr-' tree
plantiry.

9n ftn. fbC task, Ferrirg, brils
Dip.

thr.rs tlth. T.r&. 'Tsr of ttr 9ot"

tntsr l.\sturc's. 7.I.

!n l4th. !\( rrc\' scruh rorrr.rl ,

C\ I s;r,rr !lr;.

BeC Inerks Cansrmtiqr \blunta:rsl
- Rdg. 874034, 4731(fr, ff/16!6
tkC trainirg Cor-s - Rd8 473lctJ

Dintsr hsturcs - Rdg 342ulb RJg

thbn l.rildlife Go - Rds (61918

a€r-a@t
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co'plete disappearance of ouch oi our best loved and oost beautifurcountryside:
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FOi<THCOMINGUSKS,,
RI.BCTME FO{D

TEVtrSDIP lzIH rcM

OJRNS I@ 261I{ }rM

CtrlSl'trR ffi 1CIH m

RMMBE m'lD NH JAI.I

OqLIITRNil o.]NIRY PARI( 21SI JA},I

In this tioe LE HAVE L0ST;
125,000 oites of HEDGEROWS

957 of. HAY t{EAml{S
802 of CHAL( DOrJNut{D
607 of HEATIilJIDS
407 of NAnnAL L'@DLINDS

over 501 of I|IRSHES
filD pollution E canallsation of aajor I,ATERidAI.S.

Hany of rhcse losses have been due to il;r;; ;;i;;";r:;-l;;;;"goethods. Others ss a result of thc building of' ,otor"ayr,--iou=*"factories. sone, serc doubtless :.nevitable-oihers could p'"irr"p"-i"*"avol ded.

CONTACT/Vo.'s

9r: Rrte 668636 hte: Rdg 548

Nick: Mg 667812 l€len & hnny: Rdg 873142

6

\ tl

,*
fr


